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The Effect of an Educational Program Based on Thinking-Based 

Learning on the Achievement of the Basic Stage Students in Islamic 

Education and   on the development of their Critical Thinking Skills in 

the State of the United Arab Emirates        

AAbbssttrraacctt  
 

   The aim of this study is to investigate the effect of an educational 

thinking- based program (Swartz Model) on the immediate and delayed 

academic achievement in the Islamic Studies subject and the development 

of the critical thinking skills of the basic stage students in the United Arab 

Emirates.  

 

In order to achieve the aim of the study, the following questions were 

asked: 

 

1. What is the effect of the thinking-based program on the immediate 

and delayed academic achievement of the sixth grade students in the 

Islamic Studies subject? 

 

2. Are there any statistically significant differences in the sixth grade 

students immediate and delayed achievement in Islamic education 

due to gender? 

 

 

3. Are there any statistically significant differences in the students’ 

critical thinking skills due to the program? 

 

4. Are there any statistically significant differences in the students’ 

critical thinking skills due to gender? 

 

   To answer the above questions, a sample of (80) sixth grade male and 

female students was selected from public schools in Abu Dhabi. Both the 

control and the experimental groups were selected intentionally and each 

group consisted of (40) students. 

 

The instruments of  the study included; the educational program based on 

Swartz Learning Model, and the achievement and critical thinking tests that 

were developed by the researcher. The validity and reliability of the 

instruments were verified.
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  Results:

The results of the study were as follows: 

 

1. There were statistically significant  differences at  (α ≤0.05 ) in the 

students' immediate and delayed achievement in favor of the 

experimental group.  

 

2. There were no statistically significant differences in the immediate 

and delayed achievement of students due to gender. 

 

 

3. There were statistically significant differences in the students' 

performance in the thinking posttest and in all skills individually and 

collectively.  

 

4. There were no statistically significant differences in the students' 

performance in the thinking posttest due to gender as regards the 

individual and collective skills 

 

Recommendations:

 

The researcher recommended: 

1. Training teachers and supervisors to develop and use a thinking-

based teaching model. 

2. Conducting similar studies on other educational levels to investigate 

the effect of this program on developing other skills such as 

scientific and creative thinking skills as well as the students’ 

attitudes towards the Islamic Studies subject and teachers after being 

trained on this program. 
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